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Plal; 18. Ver: 1, 2,3 - © 
1. Twill love thee, O Lird my firength. 
2. T be Lord is my Rock,and my For- 
- tre, and my Deliverer, my God, 
- my ſtrength, un whom T will cruſt ; 
my Buckler, the Horn of my Sal- 
| vation, and my high T ower. 
2. I will call upon the Lord, whois 
* worthy to be Pratſed, ſo ſhall I be 
ſaved from mine Enemies. 


A Mong the Laws of the Roman Tri- 
umphs, as ſome were very Bloudy and 
| Barbawsus , ſo others: were wiſe and 
worthy our Imitation. . In all thoſe oftenta- 
tions of their Glory, there - was ever a miXx- 
tureof Religion,ſuchasit was ; accremonious 
and. pompous application to their rmaginaty 
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Deities, Me ob res bene geſt as Diis immortalibus honos 
habeatur ſab:que Triumphanti nrbem invehi liceat, was 


the form of cheir Petition who -ſued' for thac 
honour. Idelatry ( the great: Mother | of A4the- 


iſme ) was not able. to \cxtirpare- the natural 
Conviction which every one hath in himlelf 
of an Almighty Power governing the Uni- 
verſe. But it kept a room ; even in thoſe 
mens Breaſts who were ſo full of themleves, 


that they expeRed to be adored by the reſt of 


Mankind. That Triumphant Di&ator, who 


lorded it over the Lords of the world, before 
whoſe Axes Conſuls and Pretors trembled,: while 
he trod proudly on the necks of Captive Kings, 
and dragg'd them chained like ſlaves after-his 
Chariot, would at: the {ame time fall down 


/ before a Captive Stock or Stone ; lowe} his 


Rods and Lawrels ; Proftrating himſelf with 
all the Enſigns of his Power and Honour, to 
a rotten deformed. Idol which he had brought 
home in a Cart, This was anether Triumph 
in and over their Triumphs, a victory of Re- 
ligion over Infdelity in its greateſt ſtrength 
and exaltation ; for though the Devil did fo 


far devauch the-underſtandingp of reaſonable 


diculous abominable Deicy chennene ; ' Even 


Creatures, as to make them worſhip him in- 
ſtead of God; yet while ſome worſhip-. was 
practiſed, and they choſe rather to-adore a ri- 
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by theſe Prophane ſacriſegious Rites, the Prin. | 


ciple, of a Ged was kept aliveand warm, jathe 
minds of mea; for. 4 Hake whereby jn fo 
"meſs of time, Chriſt and bis holy  Poftrinetoo 
'hold.on aloſt World, and. pull'd them back'to 
'the ſervice..of the' True if d.. 
©, 


'T obſerve which: wi 


to follow, And ther:fore. although our joy 


be bounded and circutnſcribed , to keep us 


| 
| *and'ſenſe of our Duty to God, expreſſed iy 
-ardetit Love ts Ris Goodneſs , Truft 


_ which he? grounds to bimſclf a firm Hope 


; hot onely ground Tufficient, but many high 


obligations that out Thankſgivings be hearty, 


.and zealous, and univerſal ; tall of Devotion 


- 
by 


0 Ris Good p and afh- 
arice itt his Mercy, worſhipping his Majeſty 
'by conſtant Prayers and Praiſes : the onely 
meats to bleſs 'and conſecrate our, paſt fuc- 
cefits, -#h& to procure his affiſtaace in our fr- 
ture "undertakings. All which (chart I may 
nor ſeem to teach a Chriftian Cog tion 
&hely by Bethe examples) you will find re- 
corrmended to your imitation in the PraQice 


"of David pon 2 like occaſion. So the Title en- 
vs | 


fortms us, both here, and 2 Sam23, 

The Text look two ways, Backward tipon 
all the Mercies and Deliverances which God 
had beſtowed upon David, which he acknow- 
ledgeth in the many glorious Titles aſcribed 
Go , in rhe fitſt' and ſecond Verſe, 'My 


Strength, my” Rack, "and my Fortreſs, and wy 


Deliverer ; ray God, 'ray Buckler, and the Horn | 
of my Salvation, and-my High Tower. | 
Forward, in the r&trns of Duty, ro which 
heengagerh himſelf: 'Of Lows, verſ. rv. Traft, 
verſ. z. Praiſe and Prayer, verl. 3. Upon all 
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ſhall not neg. ſpeak Particularly, ;:they:4 
ng but 6, many Sywiyieds! Phralcs,: 4h 
ing one and' the. fare thing, That, God had: 
n wich great Demonſtrations of his Port. | 
and favgur luceanrd;\and; | 
fore the Greek Tran{laters bavei.oholen: Ie PRIUIPN 
to- deliver che mind ard intention of thePlal> Per” 
miſt. in. plain. words, then: t0+xender vn + 
the metaphors.of the/origiabl., 2Yavimulbize':! © 710 
not; take:;abjs- meerly for- che: exuboiance of a THI 
Poeticel Ryle,-anuch leſs dan- mage Dar OY 
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"VIII 
renneſs of Speech, and endeayouting by-any' 
means to intimate, it not expreſs"\hoſe'tranl- 
porrs and extaſies which poſſeſſed his foul up- 
on the contemplation of Gods Majeſty : $" 
Goodnefs, -- Bclides - { as] the Title borh here, 
and-2 Sam. 23: direted to obſervebefore) this 
Hymn-was, made itt.cormmenoration oftall-the 
great: things Godthad'done' for David, andifo 
many Various. mercies could not *be' compre- 
hended anderany one Notion: His dangers and 
diftrelſes. had: been ſo:namerbus;> andiboch 3m 

their kindoand:circumſtatice fo _ and: 
 *Gads ways of vindicating his ſervant fo wilike one' 
- anorher: ;-iſomerimes:by ,warniig him! of icrea- 
_ cherousdefigns,. that hemighvavoid:oficoun-! 
tctwork: them;5 ſornetirnes' by: defeating dange= 
rous 'Councels,: and: turning "pernicious wal- 
dom. to-folly ;' By divertine' his Enemies; By 
defending, him againſt'their force;\:or: byenz- 
bling hinvto opercome it, -- And as to manyand 
fo different things could notbe put together'if 
one ſtinza of. a Pſalm, -otherwile then ingene- 
T&+£4y, Falrcrms; do Daracould.nowfatihehindels 
Cie tes _ butiby: ctowdingit/alicheigemaral words and 
onyotiec x, + Appillatives which iplaih \ori:figurative !{peech 
5 i704 a affordedr; accompanying -doubrlefs tevery::(e: 
250 eg Yeralovord with/a/ proper diftinch af gf Deve! | 
Tov ©py®'s  SiOn;ADOW beat andiflameroblave:andural;14 - 
1veodoret. in thatall rogether 4 like the. Milky: way! ): they 
; ſeem. 
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IX 


ſeem one Celeſtial fire, -but are many. 

That we may ſce how well ſuch a full 
acknowledgment would become us, - how-well 
all theſe Names and. Titles attribured by 
Davidto God would ſound in our mouths, if 
we would aſcribethem with Davids Devation 
and Aﬀe@tion ; Give me leave to look back, 
not ſo faras hedoes, to the whole life of a Man, 
but to that new Epocha of our lives, the new 
Birth and Re of all things to us. Me- 
thinks that ſhould be remembred every Thank/- 
giving-day,- without: which we ſhould never 
' have hadany Thankſgiving day at all. . Conſ1- 
der then in what condition we werethis time 
ſevinyears, when the laſt Efor; wecould make, 
or Proje&for the recovery of gur Country, was - 
miſerably defcated:; Shall I ſay by the Trea- 
chery of ſome, the folly and cowardize of 0- 
thers, or rather by the good Providence of 
God ? who deſigned to. ſhew us the vanity of 
all our contrivances, and the impoſlibility of 
our being ſaved by any other means, then the 
miraculous interpolicion of his help, and there- 
by make us humble enough for ſuch a De. 


liverance.. You cannot but remember,” That - 
we did not then draw our Breath, otherwiſe 
then Precarionſly, and atthe mercy of impotent 
Fanatical , and now enraged Tyrants,. from 


whoſe Principles, as well as malice, nothing 
| 5B Vas. 
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was to be expected but Robberies, Maſlacres 
and Deſolations ; private miſchiefs and pyb- 
lick Ruine. Men that could not poſlibly 
agree to eſtabliſh themſelves, and behides that 
they conſpired to undo all but themlſe]ves 
their very diſagreement ( had they defigne 
nothing towards it) mult neceſſarily have de- 
ſtroyed the Nation. 
Who would have expected, that through 
this black Cloud, a comfortable light, and 
day of Salvation, ſhould dawne and break 
upon us within a few Months 2 Who durft 
hope, or almoſt Pray, ( in ſodeep a deſpair) 
that out of this horrid Chaos, a World of Beau- 
ty and Order ſhould ariſc ſo foon, and we be 
jurpriſed (as in a dream ) with a perfe& re- - 
{cue from all we feared, and a quiet enjoy- 
ment of whatſoever we could with? This 
was clearly the Work of God, and God alone, 
a meer miracle of Mercy, wrought in defpighr 
of ſo much acual force at home, ſo much 
Conncel of all States and Princes abroad, and 
the yer more dangerous oppofitions of our 
' own Provocations, perverſly and inſoleotly 
contending againt Gods goodnels, and ma- 
king it far more reaſonable for us to look for 
a hand upon th: Wall, writing a vilible inrever- 
ſible ſencence of extirpation, thea ſectetly and 
powerfully working our deliverance behind 
| Its 
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it. And therefore were there nothingelſe in 
our cale, we muſt contels that-this alone hath 
filled all the expreſſionsof David in my Text, 
and we ſhall think our ſelves bound for ever 
to. celebrate our, Good God. as our- Refuge and 
Defence, our Deliverer, the. Horn of our Salvation, 
and our High Tower, exc, et wil. 


T'O come cloſe and home to. our preſent bu- 
L- finels, . When the impudent injuſtice of 
our ' Neighbours made this War neceflary /, we 
ſoon ſaw we ſhould be engaged to .conten1 
with the moſt powerful enemies in the World, 
without the-afliſtance of any..friend. ;, And, 
perhaps this linle world of ours, were it una- 
nimous and entire, vigoroully exerting all its 
force, might be able ro. defend it ſelf again(t 
ſo much ot the greater.” Burt weare full. of ((@- 
price, and humorous Emulatians and Piques, 
which. trouble and diſcountenance, and:worle 
things:whith hinder and obi{truct Publick En+- 
rerpriles.- The infirmitics of ſome, and-the 
wickedneſs of others weaken our, hands, and 
make us little more then half our ſelves : One - 
| ſort do.no good, and others /all:the barmthey 
can. Sa de | : 
pius his Legions, they would rather be.deltroy- 
ed' by any Enemy, then live to fce their ÞPrince- 
havethe honourot ſaying and-defendingthem, 
234 B 2 | T hele St 
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Theſe things ſhame us, and diladvantage 
our Cauſe ; but they exalt the Glory of God, 
and make his help afforded us more conſpicu- - 
ous : For notwithſtanding all this, He gave 
us the laſt year 2 glorious YViftory, which broughc 
forth good fruit and great effets. And this 
year he hath not been wanting tous. In the 
Firſt Fight he brought us off without diſho- 
nour, nay, perhaps with more honour ( the 
circumſtances of rhe Batthe conſidered): then a 
fall Vigory could have challenged, had we been 
evenly matched. And your Enemies Beha- 
viour then will ceach you how to valuethe Vi- 
Qory you have now. Lord ! how did they in+ 


ſult and brave it all over Europe? How un- 
able were they to govern themſelves, when they 

retended ro have maſtered us ? If Bonefires 
and Dutch Wit, French Brags, and ſome Engliſh 
Deſpondence could have conquer'd us, we had 
been utterly undone. But now behold how 
the Scene is changed ; we have ſ&nour Con- 


uerors fairly beaten ; and they who lately 
told the World that the narrow Seas were be- 
come as ſubje& to them as their own Ditches, 
and talked, as if like Xerxes, they would bri- 
dle and ferter the Captive Ocean, are ſhame- 
fully fled like him broken and ſhacter'd 
through thoſe very Seas, and left them tothe 
pofleſton of their ancient rightful owners. 
| And 
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And now their. countenance -is alter'd with . 
their fortune 3. Heretofore they were, like che. 
Grecian Wraſiler, 'who. being thrown., would 
ſpring up nhimbly from the ground, andcon-. 

dently aver, that he, had given. his adverſary: 
the fall, Now they are more ingenuous and 
modeſt, but not mere quict ; theic Rants and 
Huffs are exerciſed' among themſelves : And 
having by a calmeſcaped an imminentruine at 
Sea, they are ſhaken by Tempeſts and Storms 
at Land. ; Revilings and -accuſations fly like 
Broadfides among theis great Gaptains, -andche 
wiſe men cannot make the valiant nes agree 
which of thei contributed mpſt to:theix be- 
ing beaten. Thar all this hath been done for 
us, and in a time while the devouring Peſti- 
lence rageth in our bowels, and kills far more 
x bins, then our Enemies can abroad ; That 
the ſpreading Contagion, which hath ſeized 
all quarters of. our Land, hath been reſtrained 
from hindring our great buſinels, cither in 
the Fleet, the Court, orthis (ty,; is of rhe won- 
derful oodnels of God, who though he. will 
chaſtiſe, will nor deſtroy us, chough he take . 
us into his own hand tocorre&t us for our a- 
mendment, yet ſuffers us nox to. all into. the 
bands of Man, but both in Judgmenta 4 Mer- * 
eliverer, 
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cy approves himſelf our Strength, our Deliverer 
the horn of ' our Salvation, and our bigh Tower 
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whether when we have found him as good ro. 
us as he was to: Dayid; we will be .as thankful 
rohimt as David was; Love him, Truftin him, 


p 


Praiſe hin, and Pray ro him. 
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V \VAS car do other then love God, in 
'Y © Y-whom”® he lives, and moves , and 
hath his Beirig'?”” "How can we'tefrain loving 
thar Infinite Wiſdom, ant Power, ard Goqd- 
neſs, vhith hath "Kiade the Univerſe and 
wonderfally difpoſed it in a beautiful Harmo- 
ny, and 'murhial correſpondence, and doth 
ſo ſweetly govern, and carefully ſuſtain all 
the parts of jt”? | Beſide David knew Love to 
be the ſirtn of Gods Law, and the Compendiam 
of mans Duty to him, andCcould not be a Man 
after Gdds own heart withour doing this before, 
and then what new thing doth he promile in 
my Text, 7  Pirther, To love'God for hisBe- 
nefits'6nely, is but ro Jove our ſelves , and 
our own conveniences ; to fove him as we do 
fair weather, and tweet air ; ' as we love meat, 
drink, and ſlcep”'? And the infincerity of ſuch 
: Ive would BP Fark bb appLir upd her 
which Saran defired to pit on Job: While Gyd 
maketh atbtdg about 1%," and Bleſſeth all that we have, | 
TT perhaps | 
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perhaps we ſhall love him; Burt be pag foreh 
his hand, and take all we-have, our Love being 
grounded-onno other Principle, will go away 
wich our goods, and-we ſhall: be:ia dangerof 
Cur ſing bim to his face. art: $,6 556 woke” 

We .are to loye: Gad for | his, own Axcel- 
lenties ; We are to love him becauſe: be: re- 
quires it :; and: the. mote ,- Becauſe: having 
a juſt Right. and: Power to. exa& from us 
the moſt painful hard ſervices +: He" is;fo 
gracious, . as to demand no more, buttharwe RUBY 
love him; that we benot ſo much his Servants, © 
as his Friends, This is our-ftanding ordinary 
Duty ; Indeed, this is. all we can n Hey We 
can do no more them:love/Gad ;- That is bath 
the Perfe&ion of ourMbadience here; and Thall 
be of our Happineſs in Heaven. Bur yet this 
love is capable of degrees; The: affe#ion: may 
and muſt be at ſqmerimes;. and an lome poca- 
cafions/ more intenſe chem: at others, -and thi 
as more lively and vigorous, when ourthearts - 
are impregnated, - and our fervices callediforch 
by ſignal extraordinary demonflrations and in- 
Rances of Gods:love to.ns,'* We eyer-ed 
love God with all onr-Souls, that 1s, - begrtely 
and entirely ;- yet this hinders nor, but-cbat:che 
love which way always-rad;-and yord of bly-. 
pocrilie, - proceeding {a6/S;:P.anildenvesic} ont: To: 5 
of a purthtart; and.g g02d confcience,; and-faitbout-. = 
ACC: EH gd2; 15.7: 1405. 
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. feigned, may now be more ardent then uſual. 
That the fire which was alive in the Embers be- 
- fore, may now burn out, and flame with. a 
Seraphick heat'and brigtitnefs, when God hath 
deſcended thus to ſtir it up, to invite, and 
court, and even raviſh our afte&ions with the 
abundance of his favours, This David inti- 
mares in the'very :Text ,: For though we have 
it onely, I will love, yer the Original exprel. 
fion ſignifies, I will ardently or affeRionately 
___ Tove thee: PPIRout of my Bowels, or from . 
cr. the 'botrom of my heart will | love. thee, 


ſcer tbus, Tr(- 


=. ,.; and ſo ſome of the beſt Tranſlations render it. 
offentwſe Well then, if this be the Scale and Standard 
piedai, Of our Duty in this behalf, that our Love 
ought to riſe in proportion to the Benefits we 
receive; As our Saviour indeed fets it in the 
Luke 7. 47. Goſpel, Where he tells us, that the moſt ob- 
liged perſon will love moſt ; and were it not 
ſo, there could be no ſuch fin as Ingratitude in 
the World ; that odious inhumane Crime. 
would loſe all the ground and reaſon both of 


its guilt and ſhame. Then it will preſencly 


be evident to all men, how much we of this 
Nation ought to love God, who hath: fo. a-' 
bounded in his favours to us, But how much 
we dolove him is hard to ſay ;. for the expreſ- 
fions of our affe&ionare very untoward'; Like 
the Courſe and rude Corſe of toy ; 
ands - 


bands to their Wives ; our kindneſs looks 
much more like to Anger and ill nature; then - 
Love. If todiſobey, difhonour, injure, and 
affront, to do every thing that will difpleaſe 
God, and grieve his Holy Spirit, be Love; then 
we love him extreamly. | 
' But if therebe any Truth, in what Com- 
mon Senſe, and the' Uniform Voice of Man- 
kind affirm of Love, Thar it is an aQtive vigo- 
rous Principle, working mightily in the hearts. 
of Men, Provoking, and even conſtraining 
them to do every thing which may be agree- 
able to thoſe they Love, and accordingly hath 
| produced wonderful Prodigious effe&s in Hu- 
mane'Friendſhips.: If the Holy Scriptures and 
Hiſtories of Times truly Chriſtian, deceive'us 
not, in repreſenting the ſincere Love of God; 
as an afte&tion which can neither be difſembled, 
nor ſuppreſſed,- being always cheerfully and in- 
defatigably employ'd' in his ſervice. If it'de- 


voureth Difficulties,calteth out (a) Fear,” bY Ren- («) r Jotn 4. 
dreth Labour eaſie and defireable, delighting not (5) vai.c1y, 


onely in the fweat of its-Brows,bur in the-rrioft **: 
Bloudy Agonies and (onflifts ; breaking through 
W the-Brjars and Thorns of an accurſed World, 
and" the many flaming ſwords which Satan 
K Graws againſt ir;; making irfſelf a Paradiſe, and 
Heaven upon Earth, 'in the doing Gods Will; 
in walking with,and (c) awelling in him: For rs. 16: 

which 
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(4)Rom. 13. Which reaſon Love iscalled, The (d) fulfilling 
GH fro. of the (e)) Law ; The kceping God's (f ) (om- 
(ſ) 1 John 5- mandments; That whereon all the Law andthe 
"7 99 ab Propiets (g) depend; The (bh) knowins God, 
{) r]-ba4 and being known of him : The (t) Roxtand 
7 Eh. 17, Ground of Religion, and the choiceſt, moſt ex. 
(h) Gal.z.22, celilent (k) FE; uit of the Spirtt. | 
[f this be the true Character of that Divine 
Vertue (as indeed thele are the Lineaments 
and Features by which ic was moſt eminently 
diſcernible, in the unparalleli'd Example of 
our dear Lord and Saviour, and in the firſt 
Copies taken from thence, the Primitive Mar- 
tyrs and Confeſſors) Then ray ſomethin 
like to ic be found m our Faucies, our Dil: 
courſes or Profeſſions, bur not the leaſt ſha-. 
dow of it appears in our Lives agd Converla- 
tions. Unhappy Nation that we are ! for 
whom the eſſences of things, and the Defini- 
tion of Duty muſt be quite changed, ere we 
can pretend to that diſpoſition towards God, 
which Nature digates, and the bare apprehen- 
ſion of a Deity exats ! I am not willing to 
utter words of ill Omen this day ; but thus 
much [I cannotrefrain from ſaying, That had - 
God expreſſed his kindneſs to us, no otherwile 
then we have done our returns of Love to Him, 
we had not now been here. | 


Surely 
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. Sute)y. David lov'd God at another rate . elſe 
we- ſhould not have. found him in one PRIm 


——__ 


panting [and langniſhing after him like an'em- pa. 4s. x,» 
boſs'd ſpent Dear ; Grieved and afflicted fpr,,, ... 


being kept from his prelence ; LanguiſhMg nl 
. 9. 


and fainting, with defirero- gerinto his Tem- 
ple; butnc up, and mr , with Zeal for-ir 
in others, Not onely his Book of Pſalms; but 
his whole life could noe. otherwiſe have: been 
ſo full of jealofifie for God's Honour, Delight 
in his Commands, and every/thing that may 
expreſs a Will knit and united cothat of God 
( as the Chaldee hath it here) which is the true 
-and. proper effe&t of Love, | | 
Indeed David could not' without ſuch a'love 
of God, have perform''d well thoſe acts of Pi- 
ety and Devotion which he promiſerh in my 
Text; Could nor-Truſt in him, ' Praiſe him, 
or Pray to him acceptably, with hope co be (a- 
ved from his Enemies.. Nor'can we. (how- 
ever our Fancies arid. Dreatns of Religion de- 
- ceive us ) and therefore -muſt;be ſures: rakeir 
along with us: chraughaut. And firſt co help 
us, and give us ground and foundation for our 
Truſt ia God , the nextthing in my Texc. |. ::) 


F Ruſt; weknow is2n atof Friendſh 'p,and: 
- the grenteſt fruit it yields, Murcual. Conkt-: 
dence,ſpringing naturally from MutualAﬀedti- 

C 1 | C 2 ONns, 


< 


on. Ican ſafely rely upon that Perſon whom [ 
therefore love,becaule | elteem him {ogoed,that 
he will not failany jult expeQation,and whole 
affeAion to me is my double Pledg that he will 
{Mely anſwer mine. Burt if 1 doubt either 
of theſerwo things, Loveand Truſt vaniſh to- 
gether ; ſo that we muſt both love God,and be- 
heve that he loves us, before wecan Truſt in 
him : For though God's Goodneſs be Infinite, 
and have wonderfully abounded to us, yet being 
free in its exerciſe, ' it will be preſumption nd 
folly , not cruſt, to expe& any thing further 
from him but according to- the methods of 
his Wiſdom revealed unto us in his Promiſes. 
and he hath promiſed his favours onely te:thoſe- 
that love bim; And if we love him, then 
ſhall we Truſt in him, both with-a ſteady and 
bumble Confidence : jNot murmuring when 
we want the ſucceſs we expe&, nor. growing 
inſolent when we have it. | Love will nor ſuf- 
fer us to ſuſpe& his Goodnels if every event 
come not 'up to our wiſhes, | Not cenſure ' 
his Wiſdom, though ſomerimes we'diſcern 
not the reaſon of his Providence : Much leſs 
{hall we juftle him out of his Throne ; and 
put in for our ſhare in governing the World, 
letting up 2 Coumter-Deicy of our.own Coun- 
cel and Force, Thele are generally the two 
great faults of men-in our Condition |, 'Not 
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Force and Courage twice, yer upon the Rolls, 
and: leaving. God; quite, out: 2 Imagine! our 
ſelves ſufficient Deliverers ang) Sayiours to.our; 
ſelves; andiforgetting that, God ig our, Strength, 
- The Rock of yur Defence, (and the, Hornof. our Salr 
vation. Ifear ſomething of this. may haye been 
the Provocation which, hathi, moy'd. God. to 
Diſcipligeus wich,hizown Swoxg;the Blague, 
at home, jwhile he faves. us. from, that of the 
Enciny abroad, . Lately to. ther , us, dan- 
ger in an_ unequal Encounter, and even.now 
ro check, our Vidory, and.inarch mugh of. jts 
fruir. out of our, hands: when”; we. were:juft 
graſping .it, and ſeem'd. to our ſelyes almoſt” 
poſleſs'd, of a full and final, Conqueſt: And 
this hath he done,not by aniwariagour droop; 
ing Enemies with, new CGourage,;.os. itrengeh+ 
ning their feeble; hands. wich freſh force and 
activity ;, but. meerly ' by withbolding/ the 
RT £ Breath. 
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Breach of his Wind, that we may be convinced 
upon how Particular and conſtant atreadance 
of Providence upon us; 'our' felicity depends ; 
which if it be ſuſpended bur. for one moment, 
we preſently falter ; if the influence of God's 
Power and Gooiznels (that foul of our affairs) 
do not exert it ſelf in every inſtance, immedi-- 
ately our nerves are relaxed , and our ſpirits 
damp'd, and we begin to languiſh wirhout 
ſtrength or motion. This being duly conft- 
dered, I hope will engage us not onely to Love 
God moreardently, and Truſt in him more en- 
tirely and firmly, but doing both, to Praiſe 
and Pray to him more affe&ionately, That {o 
we may both now and always be ſafe from nr 
Enemies. 1 will call upon the Lord, who is worthy 
to be praiſed ; So ſhall I, rc. © TT 3 
. 1 fear there is 'not ſo much of my time 
lefr, as of my'Subje&; Wherefore T will join 
theſe rwo Duties of Prazer and Praiſe in my 
 Exhortation, as the Chaldee an Greek do in 
the Text it ſelf, who read-both of--them ; 
Fraifing 1 will Pray': And they cannot be more 
joint and united in any Expreſſion, then they 
are in their own natures, raiſe being one,'and 
the moſt noble Part of ' Prayer, that which 
is molt peculiarly and eminently ch&Worſhip 
of God ; For chough when we- Petition him 
for the Benefirs we deſire; oragainſt the Evils 
we . 


XXIlF- _ 
we fear, we do tacitly ahd by conſequence ac- 
knowledg both his Power and. his Codnele” 

et do we more exprelly 'and direty_ tionour 
and Glorifie God, when our fouls are poiird 
out in cheerful HalleJujah's, hearcy and joyful 
celebrations' of--his holy Name, who is the _ 
Lord Bleſſ:d for :everi © Whofo offereth wit Thanks, (a) Pſ $023; 
and Prailc, he (a) Honwrerh me, ſaith David; 
and how much David thought ſo, appears by 
this that all his Plalmes are ſo full of choſe ob- 
lations, as in the Original rhey are juſtly cal- 
led, The Bcokuf Praifes:* And why art not our 
lives as full of them too 2 We miſtake our 
ſelves, if we think this Duty confined co great 
Feſtivals and ſolemn: Thankſgivings, to” de- 
pend-upon our Calendars, or.the Kings Pro- 
clamations; Holy Jeb, in thedepth of his {or- 

rows, and the midſt: of his great difſtreſſes, 

when he hadat once loſt both his Wealth, . and 
his Children, a'l the ſupports and comforts of 
this life, Even.upon the Dunghil (b) Bleſſer#'the @, 506 1 ar. 
Name of the Lord hs G:d, who had both given, and | 
| taken away; To'teach us, that we carr never be 

in a condition ſo wretched and 'uncomforta- 

ble, wherein we may not fiad ſomewhar, for 
which we ought to Praiſe God, and adore and 
magnihe his goodneſs. towards us ; not-or::ly 
although we be affliged and caſt down, bur 
even becauſe we are ſo. LA | 
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Would we allow our ſelves ſome time to 


. medicare ſeriouſly on the incomprehenſtble Ex- 


is 


 ;cellencies of the Divine Nature; ... Toconfider 


how all God's Attributes have been employed 
and exerciſed for our Good, To underſtand 
what it was at firſt to. be created out of no- 
thing, and put into a Capacity of. hapinels ; 
What need we had of, Mercy, and how unwor- 
thy we were of it, when by a fooliſh Difobe- 


dience we badobliged and confined our ſelves 


to endleſs wo;.and then at whata rate our Re- 


 demprion was procured ; | That by the Bloud 


of Chriſt, not onely. Pardon, but Eternal Hap- 

ineſs was purchaſed for us ; Would we recol- 
ſea the (everal inſtances of God's Care and Pro- 
vidence in the preſervation of: our lives; -and 
all our worldly concernments ; but eſpecially 
the continual endeavours of his Grace and Ho- 
ly Spirit, to conduct us ſate to the enjoyment 
of that Bleſledneſs which' his Infinite Wiſk 
dom and Goodneſs have prepared'for us : Such 
Reflections as theſe. ( would . we fuffer them 
to ſettle, and fix upon us) muft needs fill our 
ſouls with the Love of God, and our mouths 
with his Praiſes :. This would .kindle--in 
us a zealous Concern and Paſlion for the 
Glory of God , and we ſhould apprehend 
no happineſs upon Earth, but in the promo- 
ting his honour among men ; Our hearts 
would 
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would be like Altars of Incenſe, 'with a Der 


petual Heavenly: fire burning on them , and 
ſending up continually our Euchariſtial obla- 
tions,” that odour of ſweet ſmell made of holy 
Oyl and fragrant Spices, Love and Joy ia the 


Lord, and the Cloud of this Incenſe would co-- 
ver the Mercy Seat; The afliſtant Angels would 


(as the Jews ſay) go up in this Cloud to offer 
our Lauds unto God,and bring back from-him 
Grace, and Peace, and Salvation in. returns 
unto'us. *Tis for want of this (becauſe we 
are ſuch ſtrangers to God and our ſelves) that 
the lifc of every Chriftian is not a continual 
Eucharift ; That; we come fo feldom, and 
with ſuch coldneſs and Indevotion ,: to join 
with the: Church Militant in her Sacrifice of 


Praiſe, the Holy Communion, that great peculiar Hebr.z 


inſtance of our Religion; wherein Chriſt hath 
commanded us tocontinue a perpetual thank- 
ful remembrance of all God? 

particularly of his Death (which comprehends 
them all) and there to conne&our poor Pray= 
ers to his powerful-cternal- interceſſions, tha 


ſo both our Petitions and*Praiſes may be ac- 


ceptable to God. '''Tis for want6t his that the 
Children of Godare ſo unwilling to-have their 


£ 


Converſation'in Heaven, to: join and commus- 


nicate in this Honourable, deleQable Duty of  - 
Praiſing God with: the Church Triumpbaar, - - 
I  / where 


s Mercies, and _ 
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where Saints and Angels -inceſſantly Praiſe 
' God, having nothing to ask or beg of him, 

bur in behalf of us. We deceive our ſelves grofl 
and dangerouſly, while we think we can be 
Religious without Prailing God ofcen, and 
heartily, and cheerfally, in Private as well as 
Publick. Alas! our loud and clamorous Pray- 
ers, how: many or importunate ſoever they be, 
ſeparate from this, are but Hypocritical Devo- 
tions, terminated in our own interefts, nor. in 
God, or his Glory : And our Prayers would 
be as few as our Praiſes, bat that the loveof 
the world and our ſelves, which damps che 
love of God in our hearts, and ſuffers us not 
ro delight and rejoice in Praifing him ; {ome- 
times prompts us, to call on him, to fly to 
his help in diſtreſs ; make us look up (like 
the Jews in the Wilderneſs ) when-we feel our 
ſelves flung. And this ſtrange fire on the Al- 
tar, looks like the True , burns and blazech 
for a while, and makes us think our (elves ve- 
ry Religious, when alas) weare onely very fore, 
or very fearful, and our neceſsities and "Pprefes 
are devout, not we. I need not Preſs that fur- 
ther, whereof every one hath a ſufficient con- 
 viction inthis, that while our caſe isthus, De- 
votion comes upon us onely by catches and ſtarts, 
and even as inan Ague, wehave as many cold 
Fus as bog, When the violence of chat im. 
 \ make 
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pulſe which warm'd us, is ſpent, we freeze a- 
gain, when the Calamity or terror which pue 
us into a baſty fermentation is taken off, t1m- 
mediately we ſettle upon our lees; VVhen he 
kills us, then we ſeek him , we turn carly anden- 
quire. after God ,' when we- remember. that 


God is'our ftrength,” and the moſt High God is el. 2; 


our Redeemer ; but as ſoon as the Judgment is re- 
moved, and we have ſwallowed and digeſted 
the Mercy, we turn back. and tempt che Holy 
Oneof Hrael; 'V Ve:think no more of his Hand, 
and of 'the Day wherein: he delivered -us' from 
our Enemies : V Vhereas were a habit of Reli- 
gion firmly ſerled in us, rooted and grourided 
onthe: love:of God, *and- conſcience 'of outr- 
Daty, it would be both Permanent andUni- 
form in all irs exerciſes, 'V Ve ſhould not think 
to uſe God onely as a Property or Conveni- 
ence, but adore the Majeſty of our Almighty 
Soveraign Lord, and delight as muchto Praiſe 
| him for the Benefits we have received, asto re- 
ceive any-rew” ones: from his hand ! V Vhat 
then ſhall fay ?-Shall I'reproach « Chriſtiah 
Congregation, by exhorting them to loveGod ? 
I amaſhamed todothat,and | have ſaideneugh 
alrcady, (if any thing be enougn ) by telling 
-you, that without Loving God, you #ght not 
ro Truft in hin, you'cannot Praiſe of Pray to 
him; your Praiſes will be but Hlatteries, ind 
't — I 3 your _, 
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your Prayers indignities and affronts« . . Shall 
deſire youto be more frequent, and more'zea- 
lous in your Praiſes? Sure I need not requeſt 
you (if you mean to goto Heayen) to p_ 
that beforchand here, which muſt there be your 
onely Employment ; to. beſcech you not ro 
think that a trouble; now,. which then will.be 
your Happineſs and Glory : I will rathertell 
you, that God needs none of all theſe rhings 
from you ; Your Love' does: not benefit, nor 
your Praiſes exalt him ; He isthe ſame Omni 
potent Majeſty, Infinicely happy in. Himlelf, 
whether you: depend on his PrateQion, and 
beg your daily Bread and all other good things 
at his hands, or whether negleQing both thoſe 
Duties, you live as without God in 'the World: 
Bur He is pleated, when you love and bonour 
him, becauſe he is delighted in the obedience 
of his Creature ; and nothing is ſo agreeable _ 
to him, as that we ſhould give him thoſe «c- 
cxfions to love us, and dos good; which if you 
thus qualific your ſelves to receive: his favour, 
I can afſure you he will do, as the Prophet Da- 
vid here affures himſelf. Upontheſe Ferms we: 
thall be ſafe from. our Enemies, Soſhall T,exc.. 


QO ſpall 1 be ſofe, otherwiſe 1 ſhall wot: Ve 
"cannot promile our ſelves to be ſafe by our 
own {txengrh, For were:it never ſo great, jt may 
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be matched and excceded ; [And werewwe never ſo 
much Maſters of our Enemies, weate: not! Ma- 
- ſters of Occaſion z, We may, .and have been! 0- 
bliged to fight upon: diſadvantage ; We are not 
Commanders of theSeas,nor:of the Winds, which 
God keeps in his Treafare;: Lak year! they. were 
helpful to us,., They were otherwiſe this year. 
And if we cannot proteR ourſelves, Who ſhall 
. protect us 2 | have heard, that one. of. our ene- 
mics hath /{gid wich contempt-and ſcarne enough, 
'Wethave. no Friend But Ged:!! Does -be)make : jurh 
But's ? I pardon his raillery and;beartily embrace: 
the good. Omen. of. it, If we have no: Friend 
but God, : then, we have, him; - and:!if: che: be 
our: Friend, . Lam fure!we: need: not; fear' what 
 mancan doagainſtus, Neither they, we-have 
ſooft conflited wich, . nor they who haver fur- 
ther oft,cxpeging an opportunity toifallupgn'ius 
when we are/ore, can be able to do.us harm. He 
ist00 much a Coward, that dreads any Enemy, 
when he hath Omnipotence itſelf raJecond him. 
Bur heis mote a fool who may: have-ſuchia Se- 
.cond and Patron, and. yet [will be {a fav wan- 
ing to himſelf, as not to-procute his fayour and. 
aſiRance; Eſpecially, when. the: terns upon 
which iris to-be had, are locaſic;: nay ſodeltre- 
able, thatthe Cgndition' of acquiring ir! is. more 
valuable thenthe thing icſelf, ir being afar greater. | 
happineſs colove and ſerve. God.a5- we ought, then, 
5) * - -, bo. 
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to be lecured by him frem all the harm this 
world can'do. . NT TOS REI) a Ry 6: HO 
Fot my part, it fhall ſuffice 'me thatT have * 
broughtthe buſineſs bome,and laid-itat your own 
doors. 1dareſay there is no Perſon intbis 'Con- 


gregation, who wiſherhnot all ſafety to hisVonne 


trey, Honar to the Ring and /ifbory to this \ Armes. 
You muſt therefore think it an'advantage to be 


-direed how your ſelves mayhave the ſarisfacti- 


on to bear a part inithearchieving all this, which 


you do'i(and are ſo much concerned to) wiſh, 
1 will preſently rake of that regreat which your 
gallantry hath raiſed in many of your thoughts, 


for your' being detained by eriiployment; /or:tl- 

-ny other circumftance of your Conditisns, from 

ſhewing your courage, and gaining a'ſhare in 

the honor of the late Engagements. Courage! break 

off your Sins by Repentance,live a Chriftian,d:vont, 

holy life and pro earneſtly for Gods gracious''favor 
r, 10 


and ſucconr, {o {hall you ſerve the King as con-- 
{1derably as any Yolontier in the Fleet, Here's 2 - 
Proje&'to raile-an' Army eafily, ſpeedily, withour 


charge ar! trouble, | and fach' a one” as corild I'ſee 
formed, 1 fhouldbe fo-much tempted to deſpiſe 


all our Enemies: No ve or Sex bur are fir to 


-be liſted in it. The impotent Old mart on: his 


Couch, the Lady in her Clbfer,- the Sick 'arid-Weak 


-upon their Beds,withont Danger or Fatigue at'Sea, 


every one intheir own {tation, where infirmity 
ES or 
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or tenderneſs hath ranked them, may fighrand 
be certainly viftarioue.” Whoever can bit morti- 
fie a Lnſt, forſakeia Sm; kindle an-ardenr (vets. 
God in his heart, ſheda'Tear, ſend up'a Projer, © 
a figh or groan to' Heaven ; may thereby with- 
out- any other Arrillery reach and. gaſtthe Enemy 
at what diſtance ſoever. By the ſecret iwvidible: 
influence of your Devotion, /you may firens- . 
then the hearts and. hands: of your Friends - 
While your hearts are right with God, and you. 
hold up pure hands in Prayer (like Moſes in the: 
Mount) theirs will be victorious in Batrail. | 
Bur then temembertharthongh;wher Moſes his: 
hands were up, Joſua prevaild, yet when they: 
were ſet down, Amalek prevail'd. Succeſs va- 
ried and ſhifted from the Peop'e and Army and 
Cauſe of God, to the accurfid Nations whom he had 
vowed todeſtroy, upon every intermiſſion of Mo- xa. r7.1x; 
ſes Prayer. And therefore unleſs we think Gods: 
honour more concerned in our affairs, then in 
theirs whom he had choſen and promiſed, and 
avow'dtoall the world that he would givethem 
the ſpoils and: inheritance of their Enemies. 
Unleſs we think our adverfaries more accurled: 
then thoſe whom God had ſworn to have War 
with for ever, whom he had devoted to ruineand;, ,_. .. 
extirpation; We cannot hope to proſper and pre- 16. F 
vail upon other Terms then Joſuah did. An _ 
truly you ate too unkind, if while your Coun» Eh 
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. try-men fight for you, you will 'not Pray fot”! 
them; While they patiently endure Toit, Sicks * 
neſs, Wounds, nay , loſetheir Lives, you will-not * 
amend yours, will not do fo delightful, fo pro- * 
profitable a thing, as to love and ſerve God, both 
for their ſakes ws Jour own, to procure Peace and: 


* ſafety in this World; and eternal Happineſs in that: 
ro come. Which God grant usall for the merits 
of Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. | 


